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  MVCC PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

             MVCC STAFF/OFFICERS 
Johnny Verissimo, Editor, Secretary, 
Quartermaster, Co Treasurer (209)918
-0488 

istanbull@sbcglobal.net  

Chris Thomas, MVCC President 

(559)-871-6507 

moparacer@sbcglobal.net  

Christina Verissimo, Treasurer 

(209) 918-0388 

crstna_vrsmo@yahoo.com  

If you’re a member and want to see the 
Newsletter in COLOR you can do so  on the 
MVCCNEWS.NET website. Simply log in 
with your password and view ALL MVCC 
newsletters in full color.  

Hello MVCC! 
 
Well the summer heat is here and it's time to stay cool.  I had to pass on all the 4th of July events this year, but did make a car show 
on July 10.  It was a good event with lots of people who looked at the mv there.  I handed out our club flyers and cards to about a 
dozen people. 
 
I hope everyone sent in the survey from last month's newsletter.  This survey will help us plan for the club going forward.  You can 
still send it into the club secretary so your voice can be heard. 
 
Camp Plymouth is just around the corner and I hope to see you there.  The weather is looking great and the locals are waiting for our 
return.  Please let JoAnn know if you're camping or need a spot at the 49'er. 
 
The latest issue of Military Vehicle Military will have a full page ad for 
the fall and spring meet.  We're doing the one time ad to get people outside 
the club to start planning for the big 2023 Spring Camp Plymouth.   
 
Don't forget the SCMVCC is having their fall meet Sept 27-29 if you can 
make it.  The SoCal club really is doing a great job for the hobby down 
there and we need to support them as they support us. 
 
One last thing.  Thanks again for being a member of this great club.  I get 
calls and emails from clubs across the nation asking how our club 
works.  The answer is you!  You, the member is what makes the MVCC a 
club others look to.  We, your board are here to serve you.  If you have an 
idea or need a 
problem aired, 
we want to hear 
from you. 
 
Chris 
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                         MVCC Secretary/ Editor Johnny Verissimo 

HELLO MVCC Members! Welcome to August… 

Whats happening in the MVCC you ask? John Nuremburg, Chris Thomas and I have been working on advertising the MVCC 
2023 April Event! Yeah, people make plans a year in advance so we want to let everyone know that the date is set, showcases are set 
and we are trying to break a record on vender attendance! We have learned that people in our hobby, car show hobby, train show 
hobby and thousands of other hobbies plan their vacations around shows, events and meets which means these people need a early 
heads up on dates and times of events. Personally I hope to get a lot a people from out of state come to our event. California is a 
beautiful state and Plymouth California is amazing country which is located near Sacramento which offers a lot of history to history 
buffs like myself.  

MVCC POLL – PLEASE get your poll filled out and mailed to me ASAP. Cutoff date is September 1st for the poll! If you are willing to not take the 
poll and mail it in then YOU are risking being left out in the decision making. This poll is YOUR opportunity to be heard. This is a club for members 
about members  put on by members.  

Thank you to everyone that has sent in their MVCC poll. To date there are a small  number of polls filled out so those  members will be speaking 
for the entire membership. If you want your voice heard I’d love to hear it by September 1st.  Mail in your poll. 

Magazines. Someone was asking what magazines do I get in the mail every month when it comes to military vehicles? I replied 
Military Vehicles Magazine, Military Vehicles Preservation Association’s History in Motion Magazine, I just subscribed to Military 
Trader and I will be subscribing to Classic Military Vehicles Magazine next month. I’m into World War 2 so if you know of a maga-
zine I should be subscribing to please let me know. 

Killroys Garage & Parts. Members keep letting me know that we need a 
Jeep Parts (new parts) vender at the meet, so, I just got off the phone with 
Rory  and he says Killorys Garage and Parts will be at the MVCC April 
2023 Camp Plymouth meet! So there will be a new jeep parts vender 
there for your jeep part needs. ALSO, Rory said you can order stuff with 
him and he will bring it to the meet which will save you shipping! You can contact Rory at (701) 739 4909.  
www.kilroysgarage.com 

Greatful - I want to thank Chris “Toadman” Hughes for being my/our MVCC reporter. His articles are outstanding and his eye for 
photos are perfect. As always I want to thank our MVCC Board for their articles on what they are up to and what’s going on in their 
area. I know that everyone that reads the newsletter looks to see what their representative is up to and or what's going on in their 
neck of the woods. If you’re a MVCC member please introduce yourself to your area rep/VP because they are here for you. Don’t be 
like I was decades ago when I was a new member and was shy about asking for information. 

Trips planned? -I planning on attending the Southern California Military Vehicle Collectors Event in October. I feel its important to 
support MV clubs now more than ever. I put the flyer on page 27 of this newsletter. Check it out and share the flyer if you can. 

Members passing -I’ve been notified by a few members that past 
members Harry Hoover, USMC, and John Tiley, British Army, 
have passed. Our deepest condolences to their family and friends.  

Your military vehicle –I’d like 
to do a story on your military 
vehicle. You can contact me  at 
www.istanbull@sbcglobal.net. 
Also, any requests please let me 
know.  

Captain Wild Bill Kelso  meets 
Sergeant Oddball. What could 
go wrong?? .  Johnny Verissimo 
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Important MVCC membership/Event/Newsletter Poll! Please fill out and mail to:  

MVCC Secretary Johnny Verissimo, 850 Elm Ave, Gustine, Ca. 95322 

With permission from the Club President I was allowed to do a poll. There is a question amongst the board on whether the club wants 
to grow or stay small? Do we want a bigger April Meet or do we want a smaller meet? The questions below if answered will help 
board members make decisions that are important to your club and hobby!  So please PLEASE  take the time to fill it out and mail it in 
as soon as you can. Please don’t let others make a decision without your input. Everyone’s input is important. 

Please answer and return to MVCC HQ  

From 1 to 10: 10 being highest priority(or grade)  and 1 being Lowest priority (or grade) and 5 being Average, circle how you feel 
about the question asked and if you want to explain why you have space to do so. 

1. How do you like being a member of the MVCC? ……………...……   1     2     3     4      5    6    7    8    9    10    
Why?_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
2. Do you recommend the MVCC to your friends? ………………....….   1     2     3     4     5    6    7    8    9    10 
Why?_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Questions about Our MVCC April Event 

3. Do you enjoy attending the April MVCC Event? …………………..    1     2    3      4      5    6    7    8    9    10 
Why?_______________________________________.________________________________________________ 
4. Do you attend for the venders/sellers/parts? ………………...……      1     2     3      4      5    6    7    8    9    10 
Why?_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
5. How important are venders/sellers/parts to you? …………….…....     1     2     3      4      5    6    7    8    9    10 
Why?_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
6. Do you prefer a larger April Event? ……………………….……….    1     2      3     4      5    6    7    8    9    10 
Why?_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
7. Do you prefer a smaller April Event? …………………………..….     1      2      3    4      5    6    7    8    9    10 
Why?_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
8. Do you think the MVCC should advertise the April Event?   ….....       1     2      3    4      5    6    7    8    9    10 
Why?_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Questions about the MVCC Newsletter? 

9. How important is the MVCC Newsletter to you?  ……….……..….….  1     2      3     4     5    6    7    8    9    10 
Why?_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
10. Do you like the direction the newsletter is going? …………….……..   1    2      3     4     5    6    7    8    9    10 
Why?_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Question about your Representative/Clubs? 

 
11. How do you like your MVCC Board Representative/VP?  ……….….  1     2      3    4     5    6    7    8    9    10 
Why? Your Zip code: __________________________________________________________________________ 
12. How important is the MVPA (National  Club) to you? ……………..... 1    2      3     4     5    6    7    8    9    10 
Why?_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
13. How often do you volunteer in the MVCC? …………………..……..    1    2      3     4     5    6    7    8    9    10 

Membership number #______________            Thank you for helping us help you!             

029487878GH000KLM-6754 

Please get them in by September 1st 2022 
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Webmaster: Sean Nichols  - etnoise400@hotmail.com 

        www.mvccnews.net (775)-424-3813  

Hello MVCC’ers! 
As you are reading this, it’s August, it’s hot, parts of California are on fire, and hopefully you are planning your trip to the Fall Ply-
mouth Meet next month. 

I sincerely hope that July treated you better than it treated me!  Damon Viola and I had planned to attend a car show on July 3rd in 
Reno, and then the Independence Day Parade in Virginia City on the 4th.  However, it did not quite go as planned.  In the last week of 
June, when I got home from hauling Gold Star Families in the Reno Rodeo Parade, Nikole informed me that she had tested positive 
for COVID.  So, I did the right thing and quarantined myself with her.  That was Saturday.  By Wednesday I had it too.  I’m thankful 
Nikole already had her own oxygen concentrator because she’d have been in the hospital otherwise.  But we made it through with the 
usual fun and games associated with Chinese Bioweapon exposure.  So fast forward to Saturday, July 2nd and I come down with what 
seems to be the stomach flu. 

Zero stars! 

So needless to say, I missed a really nice 
car show on Sunday, but I did manage to 
stuff my sorry self into the HMMWV, and 
Nik and I were able to participate in an 
absolutely FANTASTIC Independence 
Day Parade in Virginia City, NV with 
Damon and LK Viola.  The crowds in at-
tendance were larger than they’ve been in 
years, and we all had a great time cheering 
and waving to everyone watching. 

I hope you are having a great Summer and 
are making preparations for another out-
standing fall meet at Camp Plymouth! 
 
-Sean 
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Andy Shyers (East Bay VP ) Divisions 510, 925, 341   

510-832-4322 mvcc510925@gmail.com 

                               Hello out there in MV land! 
 
The whole family was sidelined for the 4th by a combo of a busted truck and COVID. At least this latest version doesn’t ap-
pear to be as bad, but it sure is contagious! I’m glad that Robert C. was able to get his Dodge WC out to the parade in 
Danville and support American Legion Mt. Diablo Post 246. I’ve include some photos he sent me from the event. I’m not 
sure who owns the Jeep, but I’m thrilled they were able to participate. 
 
Prior to the 4th I had the pleasure of meeting Peter B., a long time member from Napa. He offered to help out with some 
parts to repair my truck. The conversation went something like this: 
 
“I have a nice radiator and many cooling system parts for you, BUT, you have to take the entire truck.” 
 
Unfortunately, Peter’s MV collection was 
a victim of the Napa fires some years 
back. After some discussion I decided to 
haul Peter’s crispy M37 down to the 
Shop. This was without seeing it, or its 
location in person. I’m guessing some of 
you see where this is headed… 
 
I don’t own a tow rig so I got in touch with 
Chuck To of 1MOVELOGISTICS.com 
who offered to tow the truck down here 
for a very reasonable fee. We agreed to 
meet at Peter’s property where I would 
have the truck prepared for his flatbed. 
Peter had told me I’d need to replace the 
rear wheels and tires since they had 
burned up and I headed to Napa with a 
pile of tools and parts in anticipation of 
problems that might crop up. Peter’s property is off the Silverado Trail and is BEAUTIFUL, but when the fire passed though 
years ago it burnt everything. His home was reduced to its foundation and the steel barn where his vehicles were stored 
became a giant toaster. He and Sally were lucky to escape. Seeing the foundation of their home was sobering. Next page 
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While I prepared the M37 for transport Peter told me about it. He owned it for 
many years, bringing it out from New Jersey where it had passed from the 
Army, to the Civil Defense Corps and to a civilian owner before he acquired it. 
It had low miles and was largely original and complete. The multi-color cam-
ouflage paint scheme was added prior to Peter’s ownership when the truck 
was used in a movie! When the fire passed through it did not burn the steel 
barn, but it did cause the fiberglass skylights to light up and fall into the barn 
and onto the M37. It looks like they lit the canvas and rear tires. The under-
belly and front end of the truck were not heavily damaged. In fact, the engine 
and drivetrain back to the transfer case looked to be in good shape, but 
something was seized. UGH! This, combined with the steep driveway to the 
barn lead to failure of the first recovery attempt. Chuck couldn’t maneuver his 
34’ trailer into position to load the truck and I wasn’t equipped to deal with the 
seized drivetrain. I will say Chuck was very easy to deal with, on time and super helpful. It’s too bad things didn’t work out. 
I paid him for his time and fuel and started to figure out plan B.  
 
Plan B led to a call to Donny, a friend and former student. His fam-
ily owns a tow company in San Leandro and he enjoys the chal-
lenge of a good recovery. He said he’d be willing to help and I 
headed off solo to Napa to ensure the truck was a roller and pro-
vide photos of the location to Donny so he was prepared. It turns 
out the RR wheel bearing was seized. Peter and I pulled the axle 
and Donny suggested we put a bare rim on it so he could just winch 
it on to his trailer with minimal friction. To him the driveway looked 
like a fun challenge! 
 
We made arrangements to meet up and try again. Things went well 
this time. Donny was able to pilot his whole rig down to the barn, 
we loaded quickly and the driveway was a non-issue. Peter said 
goodbye to his truck and we enjoyed a pleasant drive down to the 
Shop where we unloaded and looked over the prize. I don’t think it would 
be cost effective to repair the M37, but it was definitely worth saving from 
the scrap yard. It will be interesting to see what’s salvageable. I’m looking 
forward to the Fall when the students return and we tear down the truck 
for inspection. The kids are going to become quite comfortable with the 
torch, bee’s wax and patience! 
 
On the Radar we have the Tri-Valley Veterans Day parade on 11/6/22. 
Its theme is “Military Medic's and Corpsmen”. If you know of any other 
events in the East Bay keep me posted and enjoy the photos. 
 
Take Care, Andy... 

Continued from page 6... 
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Kurt Lesser, (South Bay VP) Divisions 408,669,650 

408-238-8277  papakb@yahoo.com  

                     MVCC WAGON MISTRESS JOANN LESSER 

                                                       mvcccampmistress@yahoo.com  

No report submitted 

We had a bit of confusion at the Morgan Hill July 4th parade this year as the parade committee changed our rally point at the last min-
ute.  We did have 5 HMMWVs in our group and 2 other members that had registered on their own, both were within shouting distance 
so the club was well represented.  Interestingly  all of the HMMWVs were the same model and all were differently configured so it 
made an interesting display. This is a wonderful parade and that’s why we enjoy doing it.  The turnout is always good but I have to say 
I think this years was one of the best we’ve ever had. 
 
I didn’t get any feedback on the San Jose Rose, White and Blue parade so I can’t comment on it. 
 
JoAnn and I have all the paperwork started for the September Plymouth meet but as of right now we’ve only received 2 applications 
for the fairgrounds and as our deadline approaches we’re concerned that a low turnout could impact the club since a lot of our costs for 
the fairgrounds are fixed. If you’re thinking of coming to the meet please get your applications in to us right away.  After the past cou-
ple of slow  years it would be nice to have a good turnout because of the more social aspect of the September meet. 
 
There isn’t anything I’m aware of during August and it’s amazing that we’re halfway thru 2022 already! Still plenty of time to get your 
vehicles ready for September. 
 
Keep ‘em Rolling! Kurt Lesser... 
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MVCC Sept 11 to Sept 18 Camp Plymouth Registration 
 FALL MEET 

Name _____________________________________________________ 
Email _____________________________________________________ 
Street _____________________________________________________ 
City _____________________________ State_______ Zip _________ 
Home Phone ________________________________________________ 
Cell Phone __________________________________________________ 
 
MVCC Member – Yes _______ No ________ If yes member #__________ 

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 

49er RV Resort, 18265 HWY 49 Plymouth, Ca. 95669 (209)245-6981 
4 night minimum stay Sept 14  to 17th at 49er RV Resort– No tents at 49er RV Resort 

Arrival Date ___________  Check Out Date ___________ Payment in full paid to Camp 49er by 8/10/2022 

Assigned Site #  /   # of Nights   /                        Description of Site, Pick one                               /   Per Night  /     Total 

RV Standard(abt $57.-$63.)-_______________________ 
RV Premium (abt $65.-$73.)_______________________ 
Studio Cabin ($abt $30.-$160.)_____________________ 

Waterfront (abt $30.-$160.)_______________________ 

1 -2  Bed Cabin (abt $190.-$235)____________________ 

  Confirm 
rate when 
making 
deposits 

Confirm 
rate when 
making 
deposits 

Amador County Fairgrounds, 18621 Sherwood St. Plymouth, Ca. 95669 
No minimum stay for dry sites, no RV’s, 1 vehicle & 1 tent per site, 4 night stay for water/electric sites Sept 14 to Sept 17 2021  

Arrival Date _______________ Check Out Date ____________ Payment in full to MVCC  

($35) Dry Tent – Military __________ Civilian _________ 
($35) Dry Car – Pickup Camper _____ Utility Trailer ____ 
 
($45) Water/Electric – Tent ___ Military ___ Civilian ___ 

(4 night stay for Water/Electric) No RV’s 

    

Assigned Site #  /  # of Nights    /                         Description of site, Pick one                                / Per Night   / Total 

No refunds after September 5th  2022         Com-
ments:___________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Fairgrounds camping payment should be made to Military Vehicle Collectors of California, 2714 Peartree Lane, San 
Jose, Ca. 95121 C/O JoAnn Lesser . 
For more information: mvcccampmistress@yahoo.com  

All vehicles operating on public roads must be currently registered/ have insurance coverage. 

In consideration of the acceptance of the right to participate, participant and spectators, by execution of this entry form, re-
lease and discharge the producers of any and all known or unknown damages, injuries and or losses. No live firearms dis-
played or sold, no live ammunition displayed or sold.   

Please Sign__________________________________ Date ____________ 

For MVCC office use only: 

Check # __________________ Amount ________________ Rec’d ________________ Sent __________________ 
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Prices for running a business card is $70 a year. That gets you a business card in 12 monthly newsletters that reaches 500 
Military Vehicle Collectors of California Members. Contact our newsletter MVCC Secretary for more information and 
prices. You can also do a 1/4th page, 1/2 page or full page ad. You can reach the MVCC Secretary at istanbull@sbcglobal.net  

If you have any questions or have information regarding a meet or activity in your area, contact your regional vice presi-
dent or any of the officers to let them know. Be sure to visit our website for any last minute activities or changes to ac-
tivities/events. Please submit information regarding upcoming activities to the newsletter editor at least two months be-
fore the scheduled event. All articles must be submitted to the newsletter editor by the 15th of each month. MVCC 
News Editor Johnny Verissimo,   (209) 918-0488 istanbull@sbcglobal.net  or www.mvccnews.net 

          UPCOMING EVENTS 

September 11 thru Saturday September 17, 2022: MVCC Fall Meet in Plymouth California. As usual 4 
night minimum stay beginning Wednesday. More info in this newsletter.  

September 11th, 2022 - Tri-Valley Veterans Day parade. Its theme is “Military Medic's and Corpsmen”. POC Andy 
Shyers 510-832-4322 mvcc510925@gmail.com 

September 28 to 2nd October 2022 –SCMVCC is having their fall meet. So Cal Rally.  Lytle Creek, Bonita Ranch Camp-
ground. 900 S. Fork Rd. Lytle Creek, California. Richard Johnson (619)993-5284. www.scmvcc.com more info in flyer in this letter 

April  19 to 22 2023 - The MVCC April Spring Meet in Plymouth, California! Showcases, vender, sellers, buyers, military 
vehicles, parts, military memorabilia, Look for ad in this newsletter. Also get more info on the www.mvccnews.net Chris Thomas 
(559)871-6507. This is the biggest military vehicle meet on the West coast. All are welcome! 

August  18, 2022 10 AM to 2:00 PM – 2nd Annual Monterey Convoy – a gathering of military vehicles to meet and convoy 
around the Monterey peninsula as part of Monterey Car Week in honor of all who have served. For info, please email: 
info@montereyconvoy.com or call Victoria Johnson Campbell 818.324.8174. No fee to participate but registration is required. 

August 13, 2022 –Spirit of 45 in San Jose, Living History Day, ad in this newsletter,  Page 21.  
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Photo by Dave Porter at American Armory Museum 

Don Gomes, (Central Valley VP)  MVCC Quartermaster,  Divisions 209,559,661,760, 442 

(209)765-1273 caddymanwestside@yahoo.com  

                                 HOWDY MEMBERS! 

The 4th of July has come and gone. This celebration of our Country is one of the 
best possible times to bring out your military vehicle if there ever was one. We 
took our vehicles out to the Gustine 4th of July Parade and parked them at the 
park to display. Gustine has a good old fashion 4th of July event at the park that 
includes frog jumping contests. 

I did go on www.milweb.net and noticed a Ford GTB US Navy Burma Jeep 
truck for sale in  in the Netherlands. Asking price is 50,000 Eros which I think 
comes out to about $50,000 US Dollars at the moment. Not too long ago there 
was a restored Ford GTB US Army similar to this model that did sell for $32,000 
US Dollars.  It is hard to find a restored Ford GTB for sale and really I don’t 
think I’ve ever seen a complete Ford GTB that sold other than the 2 I’ve seen on 
this website in Europe. Photos on this page are of the US Navy GTB that’s for sale. 

If your restoring a Ford GTB either Cargo or Bomb Service truck hit me up for information and questions you might have because 
I’m always willing to talk GTB’s. 

I’m planning on attending one day of the 
Fall meet in Plymouth, I think Friday, 
I’ll  hitch a ride for the day with Johnny , 
maybe I’ll see you all there. 

Stay Cool.. Don... 

 

Photos off of w
w

w
.m

ilw
eb.net of a Ford G

T
B

 N
avy 



 

 Visit our website: www.mvccnews.net  &  www.facebook.com/MVCCCAMPPLYMOUTH     12 

Charles Tope (Central Coast VP ) (408)857-5218 

 Divisions 831, 805, 820 ,408 South.  ctope@employnet.com 

                     Greetings from the Central Coast.  
We arrived back from Italy and had an enjoyable vacation.   We 
were invited to display various MV’s at the Pacific Grove 4th of 
July celebration which was enjoyed by all those that at-
tended.  Jack Valenti brought his Jeep out and I accompanied him 
with a few from my collection.  1942 WLA, 1943 Ford GTB, 1942 
Willy’s MB, and the latest to the collection a 1941 WC 27.  
 
 Restoration is about to commence on a 1941 Dodge 
WC 6 Command Car.  I will provide updated photos as 
the restoration progresses.  
 
For all those who may be interested:  Thursday Aug 18, 2022, 10 
AM to 2:00 PM – 2nd Annual Monterey Convoy – a gathering of 
military vehicles to meet and convoy around the Monterey penin-
sula as part of Monterey Car Week in honor of all who have 
served. For info, please email: 
info@montereyconvoy.com or call Victoria Johnson 
Campbell 818.324.8174. No fee to participate but 
registration is required.  Trailer parking is available. 
 
Charles… 
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Mike Fedyk, (North Bay VP East, Divisions), 707, 415, 628     916-809-2969  

bigmike405@hotmail.com 

                             Howdy MVers, 
 
I hope everyone is having a great summer.  Last month I mentioned needing to fix another leaky lift cylinder on the HEMTT.  Well, 
I'm sorry to say...it's still leaking.  I have not had time to work on it.  Maybe next month I'll report on any progress.  I did spend some 
time working on the 1965 M543A2 wrecker.  She has been sitting a bit too long so I decided to go thru the PMs pretty thoroughly to 
insure safe operation on the road.  I didn't find any major issues but had to unstick the low air buzzer and air valve.  It wouldn't build 
air past 60 PSI.  I got that done and will have it in a large local car show which I'll report out on next month. 
 
I did participate in the Fairfield 4th of July parade.  I joined the Roland Freedom Center group again.  The weather was great!  Not 
too cold.  Not too hot.  It's a pretty good-sized parade which snakes its way thru downtown Fairfield.  The MVs are always such a big 
hit.  We caravanned from the 
museum in Vacaville to Fair-
field.  Given the top speed of the 
caravan, we took the back 
streets.  It was fun cruising thru 
town.  Lots of honks and waves 
from passing cars. 
 
As always, please share with 
me any events you are aware 
of and any of your projects so 
I can share them in our news-
letter. 
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Scott Rohrs, (North. Bay VP) West Divisions  707, 415, 628  

415-259-8177 recon3rdid@yahoo.com  

Hello North Bay West and beyond, 

 Happy Birthday America (belated)! The 4th of July is one of the “Mando” 
events that those of us with MV’s participate in every year. I along with 
our Napa members participated in the local parade. I hadn’t done the pa-
rade in probably close to 10 yrs. It was a great turn out! Just 3 jeeps but 
represented well as we rolled in a diamond formation down the main drag! 
Greg La Londe with his M38A! and (hopefully, new member) Chris Pede-
monte’s, Sept. 1942 GPW. After had a cold one in front of the Legion 
Hall. I hope the membership got out to represent.  

 I know that as we speak…. The 70th (I think) anniversary of the Rubicon 
Trail is going on. Member Ernie Ongorio and his crew are headed up for 
the end of the month and will be taking his M38 and a convoy of vintage 
CJ’s across the trail! Go get them Ernie.  

 I am in the process of swapping motors in my M38 
and Dodge WC3. Big jobs! 

  Speaking of WC’s………. congrats to member Lars 
Aspelin to getting his beautifully restored 1942 Close 
Cab ½ ton Dodge. Lars did the Vets car show in Santa 
Rosa and the Penngrove 4th of July with Gary Horwitz 
jeep “Earl’s Pearl”. Nice job guys! 

Pic 1 Scott Rohrs 1942 GPW (Richmond) Ready for 
the 4th July in the Napa Valley. 

Pic 2 Chris, Scott, & Greg at the Napa 4th of July Pa-
rade  

Pic 3 The parade route in Napa on July 4th. 

Pic 4 Lars and Gary’s MV’s at the Penngrove Parade. 

Pic 5 LARS ASPELIN 1942 WC40 (page 1 front 
cover) 

Keep your powder dry, 

Scott Rohrs 
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Military Vehicle Collectors of California Merchandise 2022 

2022 MVCC Camp Plymouth                                                           Zip Up Hoodie Sweaters, Limited Edition, ONLY 20 MADE! 
T-shirt. This year we chose A                                                                Sizes: S,M, L, XL - $65  each (Sold out) 
WW2 Theme, Olive Drab T-shirts                                                        Sizes: XXL, XXXL - $70 each (Sold out) 
Size: S,M,L,XL  - $22 each                                                                  (Olive Drab Color) 
Size: XXL, XXXL - $25 each                                                               Limited Quantities, Call Don Gomes for pre-orders 
                                                                                                               (209)765-1273 

Everything will be for sale at Camp Plymouth 2022! Come by and check out the MVCC HQ Store for more 

40thAnniversary  
 
MVCC Patch 4 
inch 
$4 each 

25thAnnivesary  
 
MVCC 4 inch 
patch 
$3 each 

Custom 
MVCC 

Name 
Badge 
$10 each 

MVCC Patch 
3 ½ inch 
$4 each 

MVCC 
Magnate 
3 inch 
$4 each 

MVCC 
Sticker 
3 inch 
$2 each 

MVCC 
Sticker 
2 inch 
$1 each 

MVCC Antenna  
Flag  
Custom Made! 
$30 each 

MVCC 
Hats! 
$20 
each! 

2022 Camp  
Plymouth Artwork 
Metal Sign. 
11.5 X 14.5 size 
$25 each 

How to purchase: You can email or call your order in to Don Gomes(209)765-1273. He will let you know if its in 
stock and give you a shipping quote. How to pay: Check or Money order. The club is working on getting a paypal 
account but its not ready yet.  Shipping: Average shipping is $6.99 but if it’s a really small order it can be less or if it’s 
a large order it might be more, out of country is more.  Ships from Gustine, Ca. Email at istanbull@sbcglobal.net  
Any questions pleasse ask! WE also have a few previous years event tshirts and other stuff like coffee mugs etc. Mail 
payment to MVCC , Christina Verissimo, 850 Elm Ave, Gustine, Ca. 95322 

MVCC License Plate $15 

45th Anniversary 

4 inch Patch 

$8.00 each 
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Classified Ads are free for military vehicle related items and kit for MVCC members. Your ad will run for three issues. Your editor will only 
except ads in writing. Please submit ads by the 15th of the month. The MVCC is not responsible for omission's or incorrect wording and or spell-
ing. The MVCC reserves the right to edit ad copy for space. Please email stuff for sale to Johnny Verissimo, istanbull@sbcglobal.net  

                                    CLASSIFIEDS PAGE 1 

Articles! Articles! Articles! from your neck of the woods. If you have something you would like to see in the newsletter just email it 
to me and I’ll see about getting it in the newsletter, If you’re a member in any state and have something you think is interesting 
please email it to me: Johnny  istanbull@sbcglobal.net :) If you want more info on the MVCC check out the web page and we are on 
facebook in two areas, look us up. 

Wanted: M151A2 manuals, Brad Carrott  Wanted: RT-524 and RT-442 Radio's set. For Sale: Small Siren 24volt for a military 
Jeep.$450.00  For Sale: M151A2 NOS steering wheel. $170.00  Contact Brad Carrott (831)345-0372 

FOR SALE - COMPLETE and WORKING radio for Jeep. Transceiver BC 659, 5 spare tubes, telescoping antenna, handset, ear-
phones type 49456, battery BA-41, alignment tool, Spare front plate, manual. Power supply PE 117, including cable and case with 7 
crystals (2) Battery boxes CS-79-N (no batteries) Anti-shock mounting FT-250-A  plus legs. Jeep-mounted antenna (6 piece an-
tenna in bag, antenna base, mounting bracket to Jeep). Junction box and under seat tube for connecting power supply to Jeep battery, 
interference suppressor (no cover) $           1,400. George Cooper, gcooper@berkeley.edu 

For Sale: GPW Engine, Serial Number 144723, no manifolds.  GPW block and parts, Serial Number 18971.  CJ-2A complete 
frame with front and rear differentials with 15” Jeep wheels. Contact Alvin Rentsch (707)972-8726 

For Sale—M-37 Dodge, 1953, for sale. Santa Cruz, area. $5800.  Call 831-588-3866 

WANTED TO BUY: M-8 OR M-20 Running Condition, Wife said new kitchen before I get a tank! Now that the kitchen is fi-
nally done, am seeking to get that tank! Please contact Steve.Kummerfeldt@woodplc.com (714) 299-4593 (cell) 

Wanted : shock mount for my PE-55 and my BC223 radio. I have been missing these for years and would love to finally find them.  
Johnny Verissimo (209)918-0488 istanbull@sbcglobal.net   
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             CLASSIFIEDS PAGE 2 

For Sale: M151A1  which has been stored in a garage and is licensed in the state of California. It was last driven about three years 
ago and everything was in excellent condition. Uncut. There is no rust. Completely original.  
Asking $15,000.  Call Don Thomas at 310-418-9344.  Vehicle is located in St. Helena, California (Napa Valley).  

FOR SALE: 1941 WC-3 1/2 TON 4X4 DODGE OPEN CAB, Engine 
turns, carb missing, all oringinal parts 
Restorable or parts vehicle $1500 OBO more pictures available 
 
call Leroy 510-714-3594, located in Fremont Ca. 
 

WC-51 US Navy accounting No. 222 from the war 
in the Pacific 
Weapons Carrier-ordinance dept. Engine turns 
over but distributor missing, all original parts 
More pictures available, $1800 or best offer 
 
Located in Fre-
mont Ca.  
Call Leroy 510
-714-3594 

For Sale - 7 Michelin 396/85R20 XZL Used tires for sale. They are in 
good condition. 
$100.00 each. -  John Gillich   jtgillich@gmail.com - 775-848-0966 
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For Sale: Tent: GP Med. 16’ X 32’ Canvas and  wood poles. Great tent for events/ hunting camp/ family camp outs/ reenacting/ and 
Plymouth Swap Meets. Good serviceable condition. $500 -  Scott Rohrs  415-259-8177 
 
For Sale: Flat head 6 
cyl. Willys truck motor 
is a complete take out 
motor was running when 
pulled, has carb/ mani-
folds/ generator 
black oil in the case. 
$800 -  Scott Rohrs  415-
259-8177 
 
 

             CLASSIFIEDS PAGE 3 

For Sale ½ ton WWII Dodge truck parts 

New wood floorboards and dash map board $60.00 
Transfer case $100.00 
Transmission $ 100.00 
Transmission with PTO $150.00 
PTO $50.00 
Rims $20.00 
Complete re-built MU winch.  has been sand 

blasted and primed. $1000.00 
(2) Command car safety strap body eye 
New MU shift fork $200.00 
Rims $30.00 ea. 

¾ ton Dodge truck parts 

2 speed transfer case for WC 62 and 63    $300.00. M37 complete front axle $200.00. M37 complete rear axle $ 200.00 
MU2  winch with cable guide $800.00           WWII ben hur One ton trailer complete metal bracket set for wood sides $230.00 

203-4674 motor that has been re-built with transmission $800.00 

An auger for Chevy K44.   Includes 4 different bits  $400.00 or best offer   

 Radio box CH-74A fits Jeeps, Dodge and ½ tracks $50.00 

WWII ben hur One ton trailer complete metal bracket set for wood sides 
$230.00 

CONTACT GREG LAMPMAN CELL (805) 550-5838 OR E-MAIL 
glampman@calpoly.edu 

For Sale: WW2 37mm Anti Aircraft Gun Car-
riage for sale. Located in Los Banos California. 
Contact Jess Soriano (209)769-4058 

For Sale -“Gratis” 42 Chevy G506 Cab. Pretty solid. Would like to move it to a new home. Come and pick 
it up.  Do have some associated parts such as fenders, hood, grill, and others for $ if you’d like. 
 Call or Text Tony 209-770-2603 email tonylit@sbcglobal.net   Calaveras County 
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             CLASSIFIEDS PAGE 4 
WWII Ben Hur Trailer           $1500.00 
1 ton cargo trailer G-518.  VG-Fine condition.  
All metal body is straight, primered.  
Lunette ring hitch. Metal landing wheel. 7.50 x 20 wheels (3).  
Spare tire mount. 
Data plate: Ben Hur Mfg, Model 41-120, Delivered May 1943. 
Located in Foresthill, CA, 95631 
Walter  (530) 957 4290 
 

For Sale:  1943 Ford GTB Burma Jeep Cargo Truck with Winch and Hy-
draulic Dump Bed, which runs off the PTO for the Winch.  Correct Original 
motor.  Not running, but  Engine turns over as normal.  Last ran in 
2017.   $3500 OBO Matt (408) 398-0036 msira36@aol.com 
 

For Sale:  1942 Dodge WC-51 Weapons Carrier. Early 
Model w/Small Fuel Filler. 
I bought it from the original owner in 2011, who bought 
it as Surplus in the early 1950's, used it on his farm, and 
stored it in his shop when not in use. Very clean, com-
plete and straight original truck. Unrestored.  Engine has 
a Rebuild tag from the 1970's, with very few miles 
since.   
Runs, but has not been driven since 2015. It will need 
some attention to drive,  including Brakes, Carburetor & 
Fuel system.   Comes with 7 Combat wheels, 5 good 
tires, 5 new tubes. Parts included, but not installed:  NOS 
Windshield frame, Restored Fuel Tank, Rebuilt Carbure-
tor,  Rebuilt Original Fuel Pump.  Calif  Titled. 
$8500 OBO Matt (408) 398-0036 msira36@aol.com  
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Dave Porter (Northern Region VP)  Divisions 530 & 916, 279 

dnporter56@comcast.net  (530)-677-5115 

Hi OD Junkies, 

Foothill Vintage Jeep Group members participated in the annual Lincoln 
California 4th of July parade. Attendance was more than three thousand 
people. The FVJG vehicles carried veterans in the parade and are always a 
popular entry. Thanks to Bruce Anderson for sending these great photos. 

 Participants included Richard Zimmerman, USMC Vet; Ken Dzor, USMC 
Vet; Bruce Anderson, USA Vet; Randy Payne, Pat Walker and Richard 
Walker, USMC Vet (sitting in the jeep). 

Dave... 

P
hotos, D

ave P
orter, July  4th in L

incoln 
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On the Road with Toadman 
By Chris “Toadman” Hughes 

 

This past June, I made my final Alabama to Northern California road trip as I moved my daughter home from school  After three 
days on the road, stopping to meet friends in Mississippi and Oklahoma, we arrived in Las Vegas on a Wednesday evening.  And for 
me, Las Vegas only means one thing:  Battlefield Vegas! 

This was my eighth(!) visit to BFV.  All my previous visits have been extremely enjoyable and this one was no exception.  In the 
past, I’ve photographed vehicles at their Las Vegas location and then spent a little bit of time at the range.  For this visit, I made spe-
cial arrangements with their tank restoration crew, the “Heavy Hitters” and spent a day at the intown facility and out in the desert 
with them where they set up half a dozen vehicles specifically for me to photograph.   

My daughter dropped me off 
Thursday morning and I was 
greeted by Scott Rickard, the 
Heavy Hitters manager.  He 
took me to the shop to meet 
up with the rest of the crew.  
After going over the day’s 
plans, we went outside to 
proceed with the first photo 
shoot.   

Arrayed outside in the vehi-
cle lot were three of BFV’s 
most recent restorations:  a T-
54M main battle tank painted 
up in Taliban-type markings, a PT-76B amphibious tank painted up in North Vietnamese/Vietcong markings, and a T-34-85 medium 
tank in World War Two Soviet mark-
ings.  All three of these tanks were built 
in the former Soviet Union or one of 
the ex-Warsaw Pact countries.  Further-
more, all three tanks have been restored 
or will soon be fully operational to in-
clude their main guns. 

Once I was finished shooting pictures 
of the three tanks, Scott and his crew 
started them up and paraded them in the 
lot in a fashion like the Saumur Tank 
Museum’s “Carrousel” tank parade.  It 
was great fun watching all three tanks 
drive around, skidding in the lot as they made their turns.  
Of course, getting gassed by the extensive amounts of die-
sel exhaust spewed out by the T-54M wasn’t so great, but 
its just part of the deal. 

After the tanks were parked, we embarked on our 40-
minute ride to BFV’s desert FOB.  The FOB is located off 
of I-15, near Jean, Nevada.  The FOB consists of several 
hundred acres and is set up for small arms and crew-served 
weapons fire.  It is shared with a company which provides 
shooting opportunities from helicopters.  At the FOB, 
guests can fire a variety of weapons, up to and including 
howitzers and tank guns. 
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For the FOB photo shoot, the Heavy Hitters had three vehicles ready for me.  They included an ex-Syrian T-62 Model 1972 that had 
been captured by the Israelis in Lebanon in 1982, an ex-Israeli M113A2 armored personnel carrier, and Leopard 1 tank.  Both the T-
62 and Leopard 1 have been restored to fully operational status to include live main guns.  The T-62 was formerly part of both the 
Budge and Littlefield Collections. 

After riding around in both tanks and taking an extensive number of photos of all three vehicles, I was able to witness a live fire 
demonstration of the Leopard’s 105mm main gun.  For safety reasons, all their tank guns are fired electrically from outside of the 
turret.  Although I’ve been photographing armored vehicles for quite some time, this was my first chance to photograph a live fire.  
The blast and concussion from the gun were exhilarating with dirt and debris scattered all over the place.  I was standing at the left, 
rear of the tank and was still hit in the legs by some rocks!   

 

CAPTIONS 

#1 Tanks:  While at Battlefield Vegas, I was able to photo-
graph a T-34-85, PT-76B, and a T-54M.   

#2 T-34 and PT-76:  On the left in this photo is the T-34-85 
with the PT-76B on its right.  In the background are several of 
the 30+ armored vehicles in the Battlefield Vegas collection. 

#3 T-34-85:  This T-34-85 was built in the Spring of 1945 and 
will soon have a live 85mm main gun. 

#4 FOB:  Several tanks with live main guns are kept at the 
FOB for use by customers.  From front to rear are a M60A1, 
Leopard AS1, and M50 Sherman.   

#5 T-62 and M113:  For this particular photo shoot, the BFV 
crew set up an ex-Syrian T-62 Model 1972 and an ex-Israeli M113A2.  I thought it was quite a natural pairing of vehicles. 

#6 T-62:  This particular T-62 was captured in Lebanon by the Israelis in 1982.  Historical photos of the actual vehicle were found 
and allowed it to be restored with accurate markings. 

#7 Leopard:  This particular tank started off as a Belgian Leopard 1A5BE. Once it arrived at BFV, it was converted to replicate an 
Australian Leopard AS1 as seen in this photo. 

#8 Blast:  The Leopard AS1 seen immediately after firing its 105mm main gun.  Dust from the muzzle blast is clearly visible here. 

#9 Toadman:  The author after firing a Thompson submachine gun at the BFV indoor range.  Note the 50-round drum.  My daughter 
was able to fire the same weapon as well. 

 

Continued from page 22 (Toadman) 
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While at the FOB, I was also interviewed for the Heavy Hitters YouTube channel, “Restoration Passion”.  The video was posted on 
July 2nd and can be found at https://youtu.be/zU58jUsn_vg or, just visit the Restoration Passion channel on YouTube. 

Once we were finished at the FOB, we 
headed back to town so my daughter could 
pick me up and take me back to our hotel.  
The day ended at the range where my 
daughter and I were able to shoot several 
submachine guns including a Suppressed 
Sterling, a MP-5SD, and a Tommy Gun.  
Needless to say, we had a blast! 

I want to thank the ownership and crew of 
Battlefield Vegas for another fantastic visit!  
They’re very generous with the time and 
materials and I greatly appreciate them for 
it.  When in Las Vegas, be sure to check 
them out.  They’re located at 2771 Sammy 
Davis Jr Dr, across from the Circus Circus 
hotel.  You can find them on the web at 
www.battlefieldvegas.com. 
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Member Passing... Rest in Peace Old Marine 
Longtime MVCC member and former marine Harry Hoover passed away on May 22 of 
this year. Harry was a long time member of the MVCC reaching all the way back into the 
1970’s. Harry served in the Marines from 1952-1963. After the Marine Corps, Harry 
began a career with the Westminster Police Department where he served in a variety of 
assignments 
including Motors, K9, Detective, as well as range master. Harry served for many years at 
the Central Coast Veterans Memorial Museum and was instrumental in making it a suc-
cess. He owned and worked on various MV vehicles over the years such as V100, M113, 
HMMV’s, M151’s and Jeeps of all types. Harry was a wealth of knowledge and was 
willing to share and talk to anyone, especially anything marine related. Although Harry 
was a former Marine and cop, he always had such a friendly smile. 
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1941 WWII US Army Fort Jackson, SC 34th Infantry Division. These are some 
photos from my collection of  original 1/2 Command Car Photos.. Johnny... 

1941 WWII US Army Fort Jackson 

I really loved these photos when I found them. Be-
sides the great photos of the Command Car it 
seemed these guys had a great sense of humor!  
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Jeep Projects and More in the North Bay 
by John Neuenburg 

July 9 a handful of flat fender jeepers convened at Ernie Ongaro's shop to work on jeeps and socialize. This is a nearly weekly occur-
rence for a local group of friends, part of the "Odd Squad" WW2 jeep fans who like to camp and hang out together with other 
"Squadders" from other states and countries at our April swap meets. Ernie is setting up two of his jeeps, a WW2 tribute trail jeep with 
GPW body on early CJ-2A frame called "Clover," and a CJ-2A called "Two Step," for a run on the famous Rubicon Trail, a historic 
route to and from the west side of Lake Tahoe over the summit. The 12 unimproved miles east of Loon Lake is a legendary, rugged 
jeep trail. Fellow Squadder Frank "The Viking" Berg from Norway and three other Norwegians are flying over to drive these two jeeps 
along with Ernie in his veteran M38 trail jeep "Trigger" with Dave Aro riding shotgun. 
 
Caption for #1 
Here is Dave using ex-Seabee skills to fab some skid plates for "Clover" on the lift. Parts of the trail are 
full of huge boulders. "Two Step" is visible. 
 
Caption for #2 
Ernie on the left is also known for his Dodge WC interests. You might remember the WC1 Command 
Car he displayed at Tower Park during the big Dodge Showcase  
 
Caption for #3 
Dave is test fitting part of the skid plate that will protect the gas tank sump and pedal pivots. Ernie's 
trail jeeps have lower gears, some with lockers, and big tires for the rocks. "Jeep Police" look away! 
Actually some of these guys ARE the "Jeep Police" 
 
Caption for #4 
Matt Parry in front of "Two Step" watching Gary Hurwitz clean the unused 1945 dated PE-210 gen-
erator he brought for show-and-tell. The Signal Corps used these to charge 6v and 12v batteries. Can 
you see the "North West" sign on the wall inside the shop? Dave found it at a store and donated it to 
the shop. It is from a North West crawler crane like he ran in Viet Nam.   
 
Caption for #5 
Matt Betry, Matt Parry, and Gary Hurwitz looking in one of the two boxes packed 
with spare parts and tools for the generator, all NOS. Each one a cool collectible. 
 
Caption for #6 
Ernie disappeared and came back on his tractor carrying a small crate in the bucket. It 
was a military 115 volt generator! The guys are contemplating bring both to the next 
Spring meet to demonstrate. Maybe we should invite others to bring ex-military sta-
tionary engines for display? Remember, success is not about how much money or 
houses you have, it's about how many cylinders you own! 
 
Caption for #7 
Ernie and "Trigger" the M38 rockin' 
at Moab, Utah last Spring  
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My 1944 CCKW 353 322622 A2 
By Chris Thomas, Chowchilla, Ca. 

 
In early 1944, in Pontiac Michigan, CCKW 353 322622 A2 rolled off the assembly line at the GMC Truck plant #4.  Soon, like thou-
sands of her sisters, she was off to war.  After serving her country, she was left in Europe to be given to the French army.  After a 
rebuild in 1958, she was stored as a reserve war stock till 1983.  France was replacing their WWII vehicles and auctioning off thou-
sands of CCKWs, WCs and MB/GPWs.  CCKW 353 322622 A2 was one of 10 CCKW sold as a lot to a vehicle dealer in Lyon 
France.  But 322622 would be returning to her home country almost 40 years after heading to war.  American casino owner Ralph 
Engelstad had bought 322622 for his Imperial Palace Casino car collection, 322622 was going to Las Vegas!  After a rebuild back to 
WWII standard, 322622 was displayed along side some of the rarest cars in the world.  In July of 1999, the car collection was being 
auctioned off and 322622 was in the gavel once again. 
 
By now 322622 had been a war horse and a show car, next up 
movie star!  The truck was used in many TV and film produc-
tions.  In late 2007, I got a call asking if I wanted another 
CCKW.  Alex Gordon had bought several M-series trucks from a 
guy in Uath and in the back corner was 322622.  Quickly, a deal 
was stuck and 322622 was on the way to sunny California. 
 
As the truck had been sitting for a couple of 
years in the warehouse, I needed to clean 
the fuel system, redo the brakes and fix the 
charging system.  After a week 322622 was 
road ready!  Since I got the truck I have 
driven it to Tower Park a couple of times, 
displayed it a Eagle Field, and had it in doz-
ens of parades.  I'll be keeping her for a 
long time till her moves to the next part of 
her life.  
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